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May 10, 2015      Acts 9:36–42    

  

 
36 

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was 

always doing good and helping the poor. 
37 

About that time she became sick and died, and her body was 

washed and placed in an upstairs room. 
38 

Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter 

was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”   

 
39 

Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows 

stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she 

was still with them.   

 
40 

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward 

the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 
41 

He took 

her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented 

her to them alive.  This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.  

 

Clint Eastwood portrayed a grumpy old Catholic man and Korean War vet in a movie called “Gran Torino.”  

His wife had died and the children were dreading the fact that they would have to deal with him.  They didn’t 

really like him at all, but they did like some of his stuff.  While his granddaughter was in the garage, she asked 

him if she could have his Gran Torino when he died.  Not too long after that his son called to ask if he had 

connections to season tickets to watch the Lions.   Every time they asked him for anything he just scowled at 

them or hung up the phone.  He didn’t exactly earn their love, yet he knew that they only were nice with him 

half the time because they wanted something out of him.   

 

Some people are like that, and so are their family members.  It’s sad to see.  The family comes together at a 

funeral to shed a few crocodile tears, then quickly roll up their sleeves; hire the lawyers; and start fighting over 

who gets what.  They reveal that they love the stuff that belonged to their parent or grandparent more than they 

love them; and they end up bitter enemies because of how the estate is divided.  Greed is an awful thing.   

 

Will You Be Missed When You’re Gone?   

 

I. Don’t forget about who you are 

 

When Tabitha you see none of that.  No mention is made of a husband, children or grandchildren to fight over 

her stuff.  She may have been a widow.  She didn’t have a Gran Donkey or a Gran Horse.  They didn’t have to 

fight over her stuff when she died because she gave much of it away to the poor and the widows when she was 

living.  She provided the poor with clothing - something we take for granted because we have so much of it.  

They didn’t have rescue shelters and government programs to take care of them and give them money.  Tabitha 

felt for them and did something for them.  She used her hands and her time and her money to purchase cloth and 

make the clothing they needed.  She was still very active until she became sick and weak and then died.   She 

was a genuinely loving person, and the widows and the poor would miss HER for all she did for them while she 

was alive.    

 

Think about how Tabitha was mourned.  Do you ever wonder if people will mourn your death?  (King Herod 

knew people would rejoice at his death, so he ordered the death of some prominent Jews on the day of his death 

to ensure that people would cry on the day of his death.  Thankfully the order wasn’t carried out.)  I remember 
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thinking about that in high school more often.  It seemed like nobody cared - everyone was caught up in their 

own little world and their own little groups.  Nobody ever seemed to ask, “How are you doing?”  But I knew my 

mom loved me.  That meant a lot to me.  Someone loved me.  Someone would miss me if I was gone.   

 

You might think, “Would anyone really miss me if I were gone?” You think about your usefulness.  You think 

about your children or your grandchildren; if your spouses are still living; if you still have a job.  You think 

about how your parents treat you; whether they ever tell you they love you or not.  You think that if you can’t 

do what you used to do, then you aren’t worth much.  So there are some who want to escape their lives; get into 

drugs.  There are many who feel like a waste of space.  You might be one of them; feeling like you’ve been left 

behind and abandoned; that nobody cares; that you can’t do what you used to; can’t work like you used to; so 

you might as well be dead.   Maybe you have made a mess of your life and wasted talents you could have used 

for others.  Maybe your life has been all about you and you haven’t earned anyone’s love or compassion.  

Maybe people would be glad you were gone.    

 

No matter who you are or where  you are, don’t forget what God says.  Don’t forget why we come here.  God 

has made you worth the world to Him, because through His death He has given you much greater clothing than 

Tabitha.  He has given you a robe of righteousness in your baptism.  He has clothed you in garments of 

salvation; bathed you in the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, and made you to be His beautiful bride.  

He says that all of your ugliness has been covered.  He looks at you as His holy and righteous children; His 

dearest friend.  He knows when your death will be and how it will be.  Your life is precious to Him.  He died to 

pay for your sins and give you life.  He loves you more than your mom.  He loves you as your Savior and your 

God and your Father.  When you die, it is because He has chosen to take you home to where you belong when 

you belong there.  He has made you the richest person on earth.   

 

I had a hard time seeing this when I was younger in the faith.   I knew I was baptized, but I didn’t cherish it.  I 

knew God loved me, but it didn’t mean as much to me as the acceptance of my classmates.  I didn’t cherish the 

love of the most important Person; my Beloved Groom Jesus Christ who knows me by name and knows me 

inside and out.   It was very depressing at times because I wasn’t resting in the love of God in Christ. 

 

Tabitha didn’t live like that.  Even though she too was probably a widow and didn’t have any immediate family 

or children mentioned, she lived in the love that Jesus had for her.  She had great compassion for the other 

widows and the needy.  Since she didn’t have children of her own she in a sense adopted the poor and needy 

and clothed as many as she could.   As a natural result she was missed and mourned.  

 

II.  God’s Word misses nothing 

 

They called for Peter.  He was in Lydda at the time, about 11 miles from Joppa to the west.  They never 

specifically asked him to perform a miracle, but it would seem obvious that was what they were wanting.  Peter 

ordered everyone out of the room, somewhat like Jesus did at the raising of Jairus daughter.  But unlike Jesus 

who immediately raised the daughter from the dead, Peter first got on his knees in a sign of humility and faith to 

pray.  Would this be pleasing to God to raise her from the dead?  Would it better serve the kingdom for her to 

come back to life?  Was it God’s will for Tabitha to be in heaven or back on earth?  Somehow and in some way 

God’s answer was clear!   
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Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”  Logic would tell you this was a foolish thing 

to do.  Why talk to a dead woman?  Dead people can’t hear no matter how loud you talk.  But when God’s 

Word is involved the laws of nature can be thrown out the window.  He spoke into emptiness and created time 

and space.  Peter had been there when Jesus spoke Lazarus from the grave.  So when Peter spoke these words to 

Tabitha, he knew that God was able to work through his words to bring Tabitha back to life.  This is the power 

of the Word; it is a life-giving Word.  It is this Word that brings us to spiritual from death to life yet this very 

day.  The words spoken in baptism and in the Lord’s Supper; they still are powerful and life giving.  The words 

spoken in a sermon and through your witness; they still work miracles.  People are brought to faith through 

these very words!   

 

Imagine the awesome moment.  Here was this dead woman on the bed whose body had been washed and was 

lying there as still as could be.  Suddenly her eyes were opened.  Peter took her by the hand.  Imagine all of the 

widows waiting at the bottom of the stairs for the door to open.  Peter opens the door, comes walking out, and 

walking behind him is Tabitha!  Oh, the joy and tears that must have been shed at that moment!  She lives!  She 

lives!   All of these widows received their friend back.  The poor would get so many more years of service out 

of Tabitha.   

 

Don’t you wish we could do the same things today?  But wouldn’t this bring up more questions?  Imagine if 

someone else died in Joppa and God chose not to raise him?  Then people would want to know, “Why not?”  

Why her?”  The simple answer is that Jesus came to rescue us from this world.  Sooner or later He wants us in 

heaven.  So were we able to raise the dead; we’d then have to give the bad news that God doesn’t want to raise 

this one or that one.  It would only lead to much pain and probably a lot of anger when someone had to hear 

“no.”  

 

So why did Tabitha get brought back?  It wasn’t for her sake; she was obviously a Christian and she would have 

been in heaven.   It couldn’t have been solely based on her good works either; for there are plenty of other 

people full of good works that die at a young age.  The word gives the answer.  This became known all over 

Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.   God wanted to use this as a witness to the widows, the 

believers, and all of the people in Joppa.  At such an early time in the spread of the church, God was willing to 

use such miracles to prove the authenticity of their message; that Jesus wasn’t just another false Christ.    

 

Notice that Luke doesn’t write, “Many people believed in Peter.”  He writes, “Many people believed in the 

Lord.”  Peter was the one who clearly confessed, “Jesus is the Christ.”  He was known throughout the region 

as one of Jesus’ disciples.  This miracle proved that what they were saying was true.  Jesus really was the 

Messiah.  He really did die for the sins of the world and He really did rise from the dead.  He really was alive 

and well and still performing miracles.  

 

III.  Don’t miss the Word 

 

We can’t forget this as Christians.  We see someone suffer and die; and we pray for healing; and nothing 

happens.  So we wonder, “Are you really alive God?  Are you listening or not?”  We see what ISIS and the 

Muslims are doing to Christians, but nothing happens.  They get away with murder.  It seems as if God doesn’t 

care.   So we wonder, “Where are you God?  Can’t you see what’s going on?  Don’t you care?  Can’t you hear 

my cries?”  
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The problem is that God’s works are often so hidden that we don’t often see them or appreciate them.  It seems 

like such a simple thing when water is poured on a young child in the name of the Triune God; but God 

promises a miracle took place there.  He put His name on that child and made him His adopted child.  He 

washed his sins away.  He put a robe of righteousness on him.  When we receive the Lord’s Supper, the living 

Lord Jesus gives us His very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  This is the same body and blood that 

He died with and rose from the dead with.  We are not just eating a dead piece of flesh; but the living body of 

Christ.  How else could we receive such a thing if Jesus were not alive?  These are miracles, yet how often do 

we see them and take them without a second look?  We forget about this thing called faith - being sure of what 

you DON’T see.  

 

Think of how many times accidents are averted and we never think how that happened.  Could it be that an 

angel was working in that instant?  Little do we realize how the wickedness and immorality in our country is 

causing Christians to realize what a battle they need to fight against their own flesh.  Little do we see how we 

are being made spiritually tougher because of what is happening; how we are being made to be more bold in our 

confession.  Little do we know how those who are taken early are being spared from something much worse 

which would have come to them!  We only look at the seeming failures; where God allows the evil to reign.  So 

we limit God and think that He is somehow weak or that He has abandoned us to only live under the laws of 

gravity.  It took faith to call for Peter and ask him to come eleven miles in a rush.  It takes faith to call on God 

and trust that He still has the power to answer prayer and to work out for good.   

 

Tabitha was given years more to serve and to make clothes again.  Yet some day, perhaps years down the road, 

the same thing would have happened to Tabitha again; only she would have had been more wrinkled and more 

worn out.  Even if Peter was alive and near - Tabitha probably would have said, “Let me rest in peace this time.  

You’ve gotten enough clothes out of me.”   

 

The resurrection we have to look forward to is so much greater than Tabitha’s.  We won’t be raised in the same 

body and under the same decay.  We won’t wake up in a strange room with Peter kneeling by our side.  It won’t 

come at the voice of Peter; but the voice of the archangel.  We will wake up face to face with Jesus.  We’ll be 

able to see like we’ve never seen before; hear like we’ve never heard before; see like we’ve never seen before; 

jump and smell and feel and taste things in an unimaginable way.   The same Jesus who raised Tabitha through 

Peter will raise you to eternal life.   Tabitha’s resurrection was only a foreshadowing of what is to come for you 

and all who believe in Jesus Christ.   

 

If you were Tabitha, how would you have responded coming down those stairs?  I think of Paul who said it is 

“better by far” to depart and be with Christ.  I probably would have been a little bit miffed at them.  “Just what 

I wanted to do!  Sew more clothing!”  But Tabitha was a much more generous and loving person than I.  The 

word doesn’t say what she said or did.  I’m sure she was glad to serve for more years; and glad that her friends 

were glad to see her again.  Not all people are like her.  Some are more like Clint Eastwood’s character; kind of 

miffed at life.  But Jesus loves them too and died for them too.  He wants them in heaven too.     

 

No matter where you are in life, think about how much happier will we be to see Jesus Christ.  Jesus died for 

your sins and rose from the dead because HE WANTS you in heaven with Him.  The clothes that you wear 

today and the memories that you have of loved ones that are gone are nothing compared to the clothing that you 
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have been given in Christ.  Whatever you enjoyed here on earth will seem like nothing compared to the joy and 

the friendships you will have in heaven.   Look beyond the top of the stairs for a resurrection back to death; and 

look for the greater miracle; look to the skies for the resurrection to eternal life.  As Jesus was able to raise 

Tabitha through the voice of Peter, so with His clothing and His voice He will raise you and your loved ones 

who believe in Christ to eternal life to see Him face to face; and that is a sight none of us will miss in heaven.  

Amen.  


